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Dear Parents and Guardians,                                                    September 28, 2018 
 
Thank you for helping to make this a smooth start to the school year!  Our 
students have come with so much enthusiasm to do their best as learners every 
day.  Staff members are also working hard to make sure all academic content is 
meaningful, relevant, and engaging for our students.   
 
We believe in a strong accountability system for our schools and students. 
Currently, our accountability system is based on student performance on state 
assessments. Results from these tests are representative of a single test 
occurring on one date and time.  A variety of other learning measures define our 
campus, but they aren't factored into this accountability system.   
 
At Kubacak Elementary, we take pride in growing the whole child as well as 
providing a positive learning environment for our students. Our focus is on positive 
behaviors, and students are taught TRIBE (Trustworthy, Respectful, Independent, 
Being Our Best, Empathetic) characteristics throughout the year.  Students also 
follow school-wide expectations throughout the school day: Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible, and Be Safe.  We believe that if we focus on the positive, we will see 
an increase in those positive behaviors.  We also offer activities that our students 
excel in from Fine Arts to student leadership and school clubs, such as Choir, 
Garden Club, 5th Grade Safety Patrol, etc.  
 
We always want what is best for our students in every aspect of accountability.  
This year Dan J. Kubacak Elementary received a "Met Standard Rating" through 
our accountability measure.  Our students showed growth in many areas including 
3rd Grade Reading, 5th Grade Math, 5th Grade Reading, and 5th Grade Science.  
As well, students showed individual student progress in 4th Grade Math, 5th 
Grade Math, and 5th Grade Reading. Particular programming areas such as 
Special Education, English as a Second Language, and Economically 
Disadvantage met the federal achievement targets.   
 
Although there were many areas of growth during the 2017-2018 school year, we 
have some focus areas that we will be working on as a campus.  Literacy across 
all levels will need to continue to be addressed, especially in the field of writing.  
We need to see continued growth in our special populations, specifically our 
economically disadvantaged students.  Also, we need to look at linguistic progress 
with our English Language Learners through the TELPAS assessment (Texas 
English Language Proficiency Assessment Systems). 



 
 
At Kubacak Elementary, we have many plans to increase achievement for our 
students in all areas.  One new program that we have implemented for literacy 
achievement is Lucy Calkin's Units of Study for Reading and Writing.  This highly 
researched and effective program incorporates all areas of literacy on a daily 
basis.  Students are engaged in many activities that include listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing every day.  We want our students to love reading and writing.  
The more they read and write, the more they will learn!  
 
Math and science teachers are also working hard at making sure lessons are 
engaging, collaborative, and the best resources are used.  All math and science 
teams work together weekly to dig through standards and develop plans that will 
meet the needs of each learner.  Teachers will meet with small groups of students 
at their level of skill need to intervene and enrich the curriculum on a daily basis.   
 
In closing, we are determined to rise above these challenges, and we need your 
help.  Here are some ways you can help at home: 
Focus on Literacy- Your child should be reading at least 20 minutes every 
evening. Research shows that students who read 20 minutes per evening are 
more successful in school and perform at a higher level on assessments. Let your 
student have a choice in reading.  Take them to a bookstore or local library.  
Attendance Matters- Our district's attendance rate fell below the state's last year.  
Students with multiple absences are at a higher academic risk for missing early 
learning milestones, failing courses, and not graduating on time (U.S. Department 
of Education, 2014).  
Communicate with your child's teacher regularly. 
 
We thank you for your continual support and confidence in our school.  There are 
many new systems we have in place this year to support your child's education at 
the district and campus levels.  Please feel free to contact the school at (409) 925-
9600 if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Destini Martin 
Principal 
Dan J. Kubacak Elementary 
 
 
 


